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UM LAW SCHOOL AWARDED $83,196 state + cs +
TO ESTABLISH RESEARCH CENTER
MISSOULA--
Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the School of Law at the University of Montana, has 
announced that the Law Enforcement Assistance Administration of the U.S. Department of 
Justice has awarded a discretionary grant of $83,196 to the Law School to establish a 
Montana Criminal Law Information Research Center on the Missoula campus.
The center, to be located in the Law School, will provide free legal research on 
criminal law questions to judges, county attorneys, defense counsel and law enforcement 
officers throughout Montana.
The $83,196 grant and matching Law School funds of $9,244 will be used to initiate 
the program for a one-year period. This planning grant will allow the Law School to develop 
staff and order the necessary equipment to make the program operational. The Law School 
hopes to have the center set up to provide service by Oct. 15.
The staff will consist of a project director, a full-time legal secretary, two part- 
time student assistant research directors and four student researchers.
Sullivan said the objective of the project is to establish a permanent centralized 
research assistance center to furnish the most up-to-date information available on criminal 
law questions.
"Ultimately, the fundamental improvement goes beyond the provision of a resource and 
relates directly to questions of delay in criminal trials and appeals and to the quality 
of criminal justice in Montana."
The establishment of the Research Center is part of the state's comprehensive law 
enforcement plan. The Montana Board of Crime Control sponsored conferences on Legal Research 
Assistance in Montana in December 1975 and May 1976 to consider the problem of the lack of 
legal research facilities in rural Montana.
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"Although there are two excellent law libraries in the state--at the Capitol in Helena 
and the Law School in Missoula--only 20% of those involved in the criminal law process can 
use them," Sullivan said. "County libraries are inadequate in rural areas and no research 
clerks are available, thus making it difficult to develop research in depth for criminal 
trial and criminal appellate briefs."
The Task Force formed by the Board of Crime Control made the decision to create a
legal research center from among less economical and efficient alternatives such as improving
county and regional law libraries or providing law clerks for district judges.
and
The program will serve judges, county attorneys, defenders/assigned counsel, and law 
enforcement officers throughout Montana. Service will be made available free to the users, 
who may phone research requests by calling collect to the center, where law students will 
conduct research and prepare legal memoranda. Each memorandum will be reviewed by a 
supervisor for completeness, clarity and legal style, and then phoned or mailed to the 
requesting party. In addition to memoranda, copies of cases, law review articles, etc., 
will be available on request without charge, and law books may be checked out from a 
circulating collection. The memoranda will be abstracted for later publication or 
disseminated to others with similar legal questions. The center will also utilize computer 
data retrieval techniques, working in coordination with the Office of the Legislative 
Council in H e l e n a .
Emphasis will be on providing high-quality service to the user, but an additional 
bonus of the operation will be the educational value to participating law students who 
will be trained in the operation of automated legal research equipment.
Briefing sessions will be held this fall in regional locations throughout the state 
to explain the use of the center to potential clients. A newsletter will also be sent out 
periodically.
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The center will also include service to tribal courts and an Indian jurisdictional 
research component, and perhaps later memoranda on other questions. Dean Sullivan said,
"We hope that this will be the first step in providing excellent legal research aid."
The Montana Legal Research Center will be modeled after the Creighton Legal Information 
Center affiliated with Creighton University School of Law in O m a h a , N e b . Creighton officials 
are serving as consultants to the Task Force. The Nebraska Research Center has recently 
been awarded Exemplary Project Status by the National Institute for Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice.
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